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Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
for having this Special Order.

Mr. Speaker, I have a bill I took over
for Mr. CONYERS with Mr. WALTER
JONES, a Republican, that says you
can’t fire Mr. Mueller without cause
and gives a redress in court. SHEILA
JACKSON LEE has another. We have to
be aware and alert. And if this happens,
the people have to let their Represent-
atives know, and particularly the Re-
publican Representatives know, that
they won’t stand for it and they won’t
have another Saturday Night Mas-
sacre, because Rosenstein said Mr.
Mueller has done nothing to be fired.
He probably would not fire him, which
means Rosenstein will be fired, and
that is the end of the rule of law, and
that is what makes us different from
other countries, makes us different
from dictators and autocrats.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his leadership. I
thank him for invoking the critical
Watergate analogy, the Saturday Night
Massacre with the firing of Archibald
Cox and other Department of Justice
officials who refused to cover up for the
President’s crimes and misdeeds. I
thank him for his legislation that
would try to empower the special coun-
sel not to be fired without a court’s
say-so at least, to build another check
and balance.

I thank him, also, for invoking what
is also taking place in Washington
right now, which is this massive as-
sault on the American middle class
through this so-called tax cut bill, this
tax scam, which would actually raise
taxes for tens of millions of Americans
while transmitting billions of dollars
up the income and wealth ladder.

Ever since we have arrived here, the
whole government has felt like a
money-making operation for a person,
a family, a small group of billionaires
in the Cabinet, a handful of people in
the country like the Koch brothers and
the Mercers. We cannot allow either
this assault on the basic middle class
economics of the country to go through
or this assault on the Constitution and
the rule of law, which we witnessed so
vividly yesterday in the House Judici-
ary Committee.

I want to thank the gentleman for
his service and for being one of the
first to blow the whistle about what is
taking place here.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include any extraneous
material on the subject of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
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President and Members of the Senate,
whether originating as the Member’s
own words or being reiterated from an-
other source.

LET HIS HOLINESS THE DALAI
LAMA GO HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) is recog-
nized for the remainder of the hour as
the designee of the minority leader.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this
week, people all around the world are
commemorating Human Rights Day,
the annual celebration of the adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.

Article 13 of the declaration affirms
that everyone has the right to leave
any country, including his own, and re-
turn to his country. I have that right.
As a citizen of the United States, I can
leave my country whenever I choose,
and I have the right to return whenever
I like. For me, this right is not theo-
retical. I exercise it every time I travel
abroad and every time I return home.

But, Mr. Speaker, His Holiness the
Fourteenth Dalai Lama, born and edu-
cated in Tibet, has not seen his home-
land since he was forced into exile in
1959.

The Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader
of Tibet, describes himself as a simple
Buddhist monk. He was recognized as
the reincarnation of the previous Thir-
teenth Dalai Lama when he was only 2
yvears old, and he was only 6 when he
began his monastic studies. But well
before he finished his education, at the
young age of 15, he was called upon to
assume political leadership after Chi-
na’s invasion of Tibet in 1950.

For the next 9 years, he worked to
preserve Tibet’s autonomy and Tibet’s
culture. But after years of growing re-
sentment against restrictions imposed
by the Chinese Communists, a full-
scale revolt broke out in March 1959,
and the Dalai Lama was forced to flee
as the uprising was crushed by Chinese
troops. On March 31, 1959, he began a
permanent exile in India, settling in
Dharamsala in northern India.

Since then, he has not returned to
Tibet, or, more accurately, he has
never been permitted to return. He has
spent more than 60 years in exile.

Today, the Dalai Lama is 82 years
old, a man renowned all over the world
for his commitment to peace. He has
consistently advocated for policies of
nonviolence, even in the face of ex-
treme aggression.

In 1989, he won the Nobel Peace Prize
in recognition of what was then his
nearly 30-year nonviolent campaign to
end China’s domination of his home-
land.

In 2007, the Congress awarded him
the Congressional Gold Medal, and at
the time, then-President George W.
Bush called him a man of faith and sin-
cerity and peace.

Now, I have long believed that the
Dalai Lama is part of the solution to
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resolving Tibetan grievances. There
was a time, from 1959 until 1979, when
the Tibetan goal was independence.
But since the 1970s, the Dalai Lama has
been looking for a way to resolve the
situation of the Tibetan people through
negotiations. In the late 1980s, he pro-
posed the Middle Way Approach as a
path toward Tibetan autonomy within
China.

His commitment to nonviolence and
his recognition as the spiritual leader
of Tibetans worldwide confers on him
an undeniable legitimacy that would be
of great benefit were China willing to
restart the dialogue that has been sus-
pended since 2010.

But the Chinese Government has not
recognized or taken advantage of this
opportunity to achieve a peaceful reso-
lution. Instead, Chinese authorities
continue to view the Dalai Lama with
suspicion, disparage him, and accuse
him of fomenting separatism. They
seem to believe that, with his inevi-
table death, they will be assured of
consolidating their hold on Tibet.

Well, I would not be so sure. Today,
all around the world, we are seeing the
consequences of repression of religious
and ethnic minorities. For the Chinese,
there is still time to recognize that in-
clusion and respect for human rights of
Tibetans offers the best path to secu-
rity.

So today, I call on China to follow a
different path. I call on the Chinese au-
thorities to affirm the right of the
Fourteenth Dalai Lama to return to
his homeland, whether to visit or to
stay. I call on them to welcome him
home, afford him the respect he de-
serves as a man of peace, and sit down
with him to resolve Tibetan grievances
so as to prevent the deepening of ten-
sions and eruption of conflict.

Were China to take such a step, I be-
lieve the international reaction would
be very positive. I would be among the
first to recognize and congratulate an
important gesture.

Mr. Speaker, we need to be in the
business of preventing and trans-
forming conflicts instead of being
forced to respond to their consequences
after the fact.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in calling on the Chinese au-
thorities to allow the Dalai Lama to
return to his homeland. The Chinese
Government should allow His Holiness
the Dalai Lama, who is revered all
around the world, the ability to go
back to his home, to go back to where
he was born.

This is a time for bold action, and I
urge my colleagues to speak out along
with me in urging the Chinese Govern-
ment to do the right thing. Now is the
time to raise our voices—now, before it
is too late.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN
JOHN YATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
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gentleman from Georgia
LOUDERMILK) for 30 minutes.

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I
don’t intend to take 30 minutes, but
the time that I do spend is very impor-
tant, because I want to honor a very,
very special person.

First of all, let me start off by wish-
ing you a Merry Christmas. I say that
because, as we are getting into the sea-
son, many of us are thinking about
family and friends and spending Christ-
mastime at home, which I hope to be
able to do as well.

Every Christmas season my thought
goes back about 73 years ago. You see,
my dad was a medic in World War II,
and December 16, which will be just a
few days from now, will be the 73rd an-
niversary of one of the largest, most
significant battles of World War II: the
Battle of the Bulge.

My father was a medic in the Battle
of the Bulge, and I still remember the
stories he used to tell of the cold
weather and the snow and how, when
the Germans broke through the Sieg-
fried Line, they decimated American
forces—we lost thousands and thou-
sands of troops in those few days—how
the snow was just so heavy and so
thick that many were trapped in their
foxholes, unable to escape. Many re-
treated back to areas of safety and the
lines behind.

But I don’t want to talk about my
dad here today. I want to talk about
someone else, a dear friend of mine,
someone I got to serve in the Georgia
Legislature with. It was another young
Georgian from Spalding County who
was a pilot in the Army Air Corps.

Now, Captain John Yates was not
what you may think of. Most people
think of an Army Air Corps pilot flying
a B-29 or a B-25 Mitchell. What John
Yates flew was a small, single-engine
Piper Cub aircraft. He was a liaison
pilot.

Now, most people aren’t familiar
with what a liaison pilot is, but they
played a very crucial and critical role
in the victory in Europe in World War
IT and even in the Pacific theater.

You see, as a pilot, I have a lot of ap-
preciation for someone who will fly a
very small plane. I mean, I am a pretty
tall guy. I don’t fit in the cockpit of a
Piper Cub very well.

———
O 1400

That is why I have never actually
flown one. But John Yates would climb
into the cockpit of this small, single-
engine aircraft—which are still in use
today. Many of them are used in the
bush areas of Alaska because of how
lightweight they are, and small, and
compact. They don’t take a whole lot
of runway.

But he would climb into this small,
aluminum airplane and would fly just
above the treetops to draw enemy fire.
He actually flew a plane to be shot at.
This wasn’t like close air support air-
planes we have today that have tita-
nium shells that can absorb a lot of im-
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pact. No, this was just a small plane
with an aluminum skin around the fu-
selage.

But his purpose was to fly close to
the enemy to try to spot the enemy
and cause the enemy to fire at him so
our artillery and our other aircraft
would actually know where the enemy
forces were and where their heavy ar-
tillery was. That is an incredible job
for someone to do, especially a young
person, maybe in his twenties, as he
was serving in World War II.

After 60 years from the time that he
flew those Piper Cub aircraft, I had the
opportunity to serve with John Yates
in the Georgia Legislature. There is
one thing I appreciated about John, as
we find from a lot of veterans, and as a
veteran myself—I know that same feel-
ing—once you serve, you always have
this desire to serve in another capac-
ity.

In 1989, John was elected to the Geor-
gia House of Representatives. I came
several years later to serve with him.
But John continued his fight for his
fellow servicemen and for his country
in the Georgia Legislature, as he was
chairman of the House Defense and
Veterans’ Affairs Committee and was
always on the front lines of fighting for
veterans’ care, to ensure that the gov-
ernment provided to veterans the care
that they needed and the services that
they deserved.

He understood the meaning of patri-
otism. He lived as a patriot. Every-
thing he did portrayed the idea of pa-
triotism. One thing I liked about John
Yates is one of his favorite quotes was
from Winston Churchill. That quote
was: ‘“‘Never give up. Never give up.
Never give up.”

That is something that we can take
hold of ourselves today, especially as
Americans. We have a history of never
giving up, a fortitude of not just taking
defeat and running away, but taking
defeat and turning it into a victory.

John Yates never quit serving. All he
looked for was the ability to serve in
the next mission that he was called for.
On December 11 of this year, John
Yates went on to his next mission in
Heaven.

We are going to miss John Yates. The
State of Georgia is going to miss John
Yates. But I stand here today, Mr.
Speaker, to honor one of those true
American patriots who stood in the
face of battle and faced the enemy
face-to-face; and when he came home,
he followed that desire to continue to
serve, and he served until he passed
away just a few days ago.

HONORING HEROES OF CONGRESSIONAL
BASEBALL SHOOTING

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to just take a moment and
recognize another anniversary. Six
months ago today, on a baseball field
just a few miles from here, I and sev-
eral of our colleagues found ourselves
in a combat zone of our own.

It doesn’t seem like it has been 6
whole months since a crazed gunman
walked onto our field and started
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shooting at us. But the reason I want
to bring that up today is because every
person on that field that day who was
shot at is still in this House today and
still walking around in Washington,
D.C.

By the grace of God, we were pro-
tected during that time, and I just
want to thank everyone for their pray-
ers and support, and those who re-
sponded to that event and came out
and saved the lives of many of us.

STEVE SCALISE, the whip whom we
serve with here; Matt Mika, one of our
staff members; Zack Barth, a congres-
sional staffer; and Capitol Police Spe-
cial Agent Crystal Griner all were
wounded during that battle, and it
really was a battle.

But I also want to highlight some of
those who did not leave the field that
day, who stayed and helped others; peo-
ple like my good friend from Mis-
sissippi, Congressman TRENT KELLY, an
Army Reservist, who, when he identi-
fied the shooter, did not panic, but he
alerted others, and then eventually led
many to safety behind a concrete
building.

Representative MO BROOKS stayed
and helped apply a tourniquet to Zack
Barth who had been shot in the calf.

Representative BRAD WENSTRUP, who
is also a colonel in the Army Reserves,
a combat doctor, was out on the edge
of the field and could have easily run
away, but he stayed and was one of the
first to be able to run out and give aid
to STEVE SCALISE out on the field as he
lay near second base.

Retired Lieutenant General Rep-
resentative JACK BERGMAN was able to
actually lead several of our players and
staff members to safety inside of the
dugout away from the gunfire.

Brian Kelly, a civilian staff member
on the team, stayed with me through-
out the gunfire as we tried to lend aid
to Matt Mika who was lying next to
the Capitol Police SUV throughout the
entire incident.

Finally, my thanks go out to Special
Agent David Bailey, who I personally
watched on numerous occasions put his
own life in danger as he would move
out into the line of fire to draw fire
away from myself and Brian Kelly. He
saw that, whenever the shooter was not
shooting at Capitol Police, they were
shooting at us so he would purposely
move himself in the line of fire, and
again, miraculously protected us, even
as one of the rounds hit his cellphone
which deflected away from his body.

Lastly, I want to thank the Alexan-
dria Police Department, who came to
our aid and eventually took down the
shooter.

Moments like this are surreal to me
and to others, and it is important that
we go back and reflect and remember
these moments. Because the only way
that we can correct mistakes from our
past, is if we go back and we relive
them and we look at what caused this.

As we stand here today, one of the
things that I see that we need in Amer-
ica that we have lost is the idea of ci-
vility. We have heard here on the floor
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